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here are no taxis in Caraiva, a small village on the

coast of Brazil. In fact, there aren’t any cars at all. If vou

need aride, you take a donkey and cart, but the donkeys

don’t work on Sundays, There are no roads, just sandy

F:l:11.J1:~'. awhole lot of beach and a river that Yo have to

Criiss 313.' canoe - there is no bridge. It's precizely this
remoteness that attracted French songwriter and producer Daniel
Bangalter (father of Datt Punk's Thomas) and his wifie, Monica,
to make a home here, after first visiting the spot 12 years ago.

"The house iz in the most beautiful location,” says Daniel. Tt 90
metres from the 2eaand surrounded h:.' mangrove trees, A beachiront
bar and restaurant, which we L:L_'|'|'||r|irC|||_'|,1,-:||'i5_'i||i1]|_-.' stood on the
site, We built on the existing footprint - you aren't allowed to
construct anvthing completely new here.”

The couple worked with a Sio Paulo-based architect, Camila
Toledo, and enrolled friends to help decorate their home, which
they moved into six vears ago. The result is an interior that is
lofty, airy and full of light. It typical of Bahian style, mixing some
of the visual cues of the Portuguese, who settled here back in the
lath cemtury, and the Africans, who arrived as slaves during
the same period. “We wanted the house to look like it was a part
of Caraiva,” says Daniel. “Inspiration was taken from African
lodges and the abzence of wallz is typical of traditional Bahian
homes, particularly the ones further up the coast in Trancoso,
Our friends, Mana [Salles] and Flavio [Marelim], who owned
a hotel in Caraiva, worked with us to perfect the look.”

THE HOUSE IS IN THE MOST
BEAUTIFUL LOCATION; IT'S JUST
Q0 METRES FROM THE SEA AND

SURROUNDED BY MANGROVE TREES'

Inside, the property is filled with billowing white nets and
drapes, weathered woods and oversized pots and urns, “We
like natural materials and textures,” says Monica. “The house
is decorated with ceramics made using different types of local
garth. There isn't any art on the walls, because we want to deaw
the eve outside, and also because there aren't many walls”

Since moving here, Daniel and Monica have become involved
with the local community, running the Mon-Governmental
Organisation Caraivaviva, which offers free classes to 130 children
im the village. "Momica was a psychoanalwst,” explains Daniel, ‘so
she’s great with voungsters. She's also imvolved with a group of
women whoembroider clothes, which are sold in partnershipwith
anew label from Belo Horizonte called La Vie. As well as being the
NGO president, I produce some of the artists who play at the bar”

Retaining the beauty of this hard to reach, hard to leave tropical
paradize is paramount to the couple, who have embraced village
life, At weekends, we have friends over and grill fish on the barbecue
and make lemon caipirinhas” savs Daniel. "There is less stress
here - vou can take your time and live in the present. We like
to siesta. The pace of life in Caraiva is gloriously slow and Daniel
and Monica have created a home in which to savour it.

This pape Homeswner Monica relaxes on the veranda outside the bedroom
Opposite Adesk in the main livingare asi= imvitingly undera picture window,
The dezsk and the chair came from Tirad entes, a lavely colonial Portugucse
tewen famous for its antigue fuorniture” savs Monica =
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the Iarge corner seat, which nmﬂwﬂimlh—‘m
upholstered in French linen and Turkish ikat fabeles.

The woddlen cabi net was another antigoee find = a7
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Living area The red floor is cimento
quicimads, a typeof polished concrete
=g proctical cholce fora space that is
o fo thee choments on every side =




THERE ISN'T ANY ART ON THE WALLS BECAUSE WWE
WANT TO DRAWW THE EYE OUTSIDE'



‘ - WWE WANTED THE HOWBSE TO LOOKMKE ITRVVAS
g \\ PART OF CARAIVATINSPIRATION WAS TAKEN FROM e
_— AFRICANIODGES ANDSHE ABSENGE OEMVALLS s
IS TYPICAL IN TRADITI@NAL BARIARI HONES' i -
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MY COAST
We like living by the sea in this little village, which has no
cars and no pollution. The weather is fine nearly all year-round,
and Caraiva is never too hot because of the northeasterly
breeze. The sea is always warm, so you can swim evervday.

e This part of the coast is well preserved and still looks as
- I | “ 1 it did when the Portuguese first arrived in 1500,
- | " i ] When the sun is shining, we take a walk on the beach to
. 1 exercise. Then we swim, have breakfast and work for a while
10

Satu is a lovely spot on the beach about three kilometres
north of Caraiva where you can stop and have a coconut. A few
hundred metres further on, you can swim in two small
freshwater lakes. A little further still and you're in Espelho
Brach, one of the most famous beaches in Brazil.

In Bahiathere is a tradition of doing nothing on rainy

days. The best thing to do is stay in bed, read, watch Game

of Thrones, or make love.

Caraiva is very small and has only three shops: Loja and
Dende sell mostly clothes [Loja has a cafe| and Territorio
Sustentavel stocks local handicrafts, mostly made of wood

or coconut. A larger variety of shops can be found in the trendy
town of Trancoso, which is 35 kilometres away,

For eating out, we head to O Boteco de Para, by the Rio
Caraiva, which serves grilled fish and pastel [a fried, thin-
erusted snack with different fillings]. There is also Cachacaria,
which was |:'|'|1¢_=|::|_:-'_| last :-.'l.,';l.';']'l}' two chefs from Sio Paulo, and
Bar do Porto, which is renowned for its pizza.

Living in a small fishing village after a big city is a complete
change of pace. Here, we are close to nature, between the sea
and the river. People from this area enjoy life and take their
time. It would be very difficult for us to get used to the crazy,
speedy, polluted life of a metropolis again,

We love the sounds of the waves, the birds, of children
playing and dogs barking. The effect of a full moon is unigque
here. It perfectly clear and bright because there is no pollution.
Then there's the smell of caju (cashew apple) and mangoes
when they fall from the trees, the scent of jasmine and the
incense burning in the main street by the river,

Bedroom White linen creates alight, air ¥ feel against thie villa’s darck,
rleh woods. The fleor was salvaged from acolonial plantation farmbouse
Bathroam Connected to the bedroom, the sink area s draped with white
linen for o cotesive feel, The vanity unit was made by alocal earpenter m
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